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Echols’ home in 2010—before taking 
office.  

Oops, forgot about shade.



Solar evolution in Georgia



Solar 1.0 in Georgia
• Began in 2003, 4000 customers subscribed (out of 2.1 million)
• Georgia Power buys solar and landfill gas 

(solar at 17 cents per kWh is fully subscribed)
• Voluntary program for customers who wish to promote green 

energy
• Purchase green energy in blocks (Premium/Regular)
• RECs are transferred to Georgia Power/retired on behalf of 

customer
• Program is Green-e certified by the Center for Resource Solutions
• In 2010, the Commission approved an automatic trigger 

mechanism/ the more blocks that customers purchase the more 
solar that will automatically be purchased by Georgia Power





2011—The Solar Express



2011 
Roadshow 
begins



2012—Bubba Solar begins



Bubba’s 525MW ASI in 2013



Emerging Technology in 2014



ASI a version of Community Solar? 

1. 963 MW placed primarily in rural 
and poor counties (county gets 
benefit too)

2. No risks to customers—price cannot 
be over avoided costs

3. Everyone participates and GA 
gains renewable leadership



Military Solar a win-win in 2015



Where are we?
• Georgia was the 6th fastest growing solar state in the US in 

2015 (SEIA).
– Current programs will result in more than 1G by 2017 (SEIA).

• We have relied on competitive procurements to deliver the 
lowest cost solar resources for customers.  
– A significant percentage of bids have come in below Georgia Power’s 

projected long term avoided cost.
• Georgia Power will add up to 1,200 MW of renewables in their 

2016 IRP per stipulated agreement.  (1050 utility, 150 DG)
• Community Solar on the move.

– Several Georgia EMCs offer Community Solar.
– Georgia Power is adding 3MW due to amendment from a PSC 

Commissioner
– Georgia Power is doing a joint venture with The Ray Foundation to add 

a 1MW solar array on DOT property due to amendment from same 
Commissioner



Where are we heading in GA?



Implementing REDI Program



Community Solar growing

1 MW
750 Blocks
Online 7/15

Fully Subscribed Before Coming Online 
+ 1,500 on Waiting List for Project 2



Project 2

2.5 MW
1,825 Blocks
Online 5/16

Fully Subscribed Before Coming Online 
+ 750 on Waiting List for Project 3



Project 3

3 MW
2,250 Blocks

Online in 2017

750 on Waiting List for Project 3



Preparing for Georgia’s Duck Curve



Marketing solar to EV owners



Questions?  
Email or social media or call


	 
	Echols �in 2010 with James Marlow
	Slide Number 3
	Solar evolution in Georgia
	Solar 1.0 in Georgia
	Slide Number 6
	2011—The Solar Express
	Slide Number 8
	2012—Bubba Solar begins
	Bubba’s 525MW ASI in 2013
	Emerging Technology in 2014
	Slide Number 12
	Military Solar a win-win in 2015
	Where are we?
	Where are we heading in GA?
	Implementing REDI Program
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Marketing solar to EV owners
	Questions?  �Email or social media or call

